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a long period of comparative prosperity and security to take an
active part in the educational reformation which the present crisis
in democratic societies calls for. The problems of die post-war
world demand nothing short of a transvaluation of all educa-
tional values. Over-specialization is one of the great obstacles to
thek solution. If the educationist is to make a constructive con-
tribution to the social problems of the present time, he will
have to forfeit the. luxury of false modesty in his dealings with
the claims of specialists.

The danger is that educationists will seek a remedy by calling
on the services of the metaphysician. Fifty years ago idealistic
philosophers were content to preserve a lofty neutrality towards
scientific questions. The old indifference has now made way for
the new impudence of which the following sample is taken
from a recent article by Mr. C. E. M. Joad:

Enclosed within his special compartment the scientist arrives
at more or less definite conclusions without stopping to think
what relation they bear to the conclusions reached by other
scientists working in their water-tight compartments. . . . Hence
there arises a need of a clearing-house in which the results of the
various sciences can be pooled and collated, in order that, looking
at them as a whole, we may be aWe to infer what kind of universe
it is that we inhabit. Philosophy is the clearing-house of science-----

Such claims put forward by an Oxford philosopher with no
pretensions to professional training in science would have been
dismissed by Huxley as impertinent rubbish. The picture Mr.
Joad presents is a travesty of the facts. All the old landmarks of
naturalistic studies are disappearing. The biologist who is a
taxonomist must needs be a geologist. If he is a geneticist he
must be something of a mathematician. If he is-a physiologist
he may be making fundamental contributions to physical chem-
istry. Physicists are turning chemists, and chemists find them-
selves wandering into biophysics. The specialization which makes
it difficult for the scientist to take a lively and useful interest in
his social responsibilities is in part the penalty for the wide range